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Police’s overall aims – consistent themes:
Road Policing & 
Road Safety
o To increase the perceived risk 

of detection to encourage 
safer behaviours. 
 
 

o To significantly reduce the 
level of trauma on our 
roads. 
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But there is still more to do:

We have an unacceptably high rate of death and injury 



Speed Management: the big challenge
o Essential for a Safe Road System  
o Critical role in both crash causation and 

crash severity 
o For the whole network we want: 

– Vehicles at appropriate speeds 
– Cameras where there is limited 

opportunity for officer-based 
enforcement 

o Challenge: understanding individual 
risk versus collective risk 



The risk is not simply extreme behaviours
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Wundersitz and Baldock (2011) 

Mistakes and inattention still feature highly and are worsened by speed



Enforcing limits makes a big difference 



Doubling of risk not well understood
A drunk driver is a “good catch”, a speeder is “revenue gathering”

Speeding at 70km/h in a 60 km/h zone is not seen to be as risky as driving 
while over the legal alcohol limit, despite similar risk   (Kloeden et al, 1997) 



Safer Summer 2013/2014

36% reduction in speeding 1-10 km/h over the limit 





Reframing the conversation on speed
 

 
 

12.5 million YouTube hits in 11 days 



Coloured and marked cars

A positive conversation piece 



Safety Cameras - Positioning for the future
From… 

• Wet-film technology
• Under-road sensor loops
• Manual operation (film and data 

floppy disk retrieved weekly) 
• Low number of cameras for 

94,000km network
• Officer-based enforcement 

primary focus

 



To…
o Digital, wireless, centrally managed
o Non-invasive detection systems
o More efficient to run 
o Future proofing: point to point, dual red-light/speed function
o Wider public acceptance of the need for network-wide speed 

management as part of a Safe System.



Future steps

Technology  - Strategy  - Understanding  



“Mobility” frees time for prevention
• 10,000 iPhones and iPads  
• Saving around 500,000 person-

hours a year (30 minutes per shift) 
• Significant benefits: 

• eQuip 
• Mobile Responder 
• Mail, calendar, contacts, phone 

functions 
• Electronic ticketing and crash 

reporting migrating soon 



Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR)

Able to check 3,000 
vehicles an hour 



Safe System in Practice Training

Building a common language and purpose 



Land Transport Amendment Act

A significant step towards reduced road trauma. 



 

In summary… 


